Fundralser
honors
Isabella’s
memory

Cancer victim's
‘3 wishes' propel
ongoing effort

The #ISBBWishesjsocial me-

dia campaign was started in
May 2013 to celebrate the lega-

¢y and memory of Isabella, -

- Santos, who was only 7 when
cancer took her life. The cam-

paign strives to collect three -

wishes of people worldwide in
her memory.

Isabella had three wishes
following her 2007 cancer di-
agnosis: “Beat Cancer. Grow
Hair. Live My  comam
Dreams.” Her |
parents,  Erin
~and  Stuart,
brother Grant
and sister So- Elisabeth
phia continue Ts- Podair
abe]la’s goal of

“no more cancer” from their

_ home in Wazxhaw. : ‘
The Isabella Santos Founda-
. tion was created in 2009, two

‘years after Isabella’s diagnosis -
in 2007 and has doubled its

funds raised each year. Last
_ year the foundation raised a
“record $200,000 in Isabella’s
mMemory to support cancer T
searChia e

“Isabella would wear her
wishes on her shirt all of the
time. ISF then ‘incorporated
them into the entire mission of
the foundation and everything
we do. Itis what we fight for in
Isabella’s honor,” said Founda-

tion Development Director
.and Waxhaw resident Mait- .
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land Danner. E el done that people contmue
“It has been'such'a won- | earn mor e todo things in your honor.”

derful way to see people ' Information: www: facebook com/lsabeIIaSantosFounda “Iwanted to make the anni-

getting involved, and i a | tion orwww.isabellasantosfoundation.com. Register for - versary ofIsabella’s passing

crazy way, ' feels like each .
time we get aphotoin from |

a supporter we:see a little

bit of Isabella,” Danner
_said. “Ithas'been extremely

rewarding and the creativi-
ty has been mcredl.ble G

ful Three Wishes Day onthe
one-year anniversary of Isa-
bella’s- * death. - The
#ISF3Wishes campaign has
included wishes submitted
by well-known names. Sa-

.mantha ~ Busch, wife of

NASCAR driver Kyle Busch, .
shared her three wishes and-
started to get mibmtyforthe;a

campaign. .

“Some of the wishes T~
love the ‘most are'the three
wishes sent in from the:

team at Camp Care because

‘they are so personal tolsa- 1
bella,” said' Erm_-:’Santos,'_
foundation p:emdent and

Isabella’s  mother. “She

that some hds n:ught take
for granted. ‘Also, the one
done by Meredith Morgan
at the Community Blood

Center: about growing: up'

e foundatlon com.

£ the September 5k or become a corporate sponsorat
LAWWW. 5kfork1dscancer com or mfo@lsabe[!asantos

and havmg your OWIl cup-

cake shop, or: Molly Gran-

7thams of WBTV. wish of -
- wigs that don't itch. My
dation celebrated a success—f

persbnal wish was for Tsa-

bella to become a'mommy. -

S0 many people wished for
a cure,; too, which is.maybe
the most; important: wish,

“andthati iswhatwe are hop-

ing the campaign helps ac-
complish.”

Almost all-of the 40 vol—r

unteers that support the Is-

abella’ Santos Foundation'
~ have a fulltime job and

c]:uldren of thElI‘ OWIL

drawn to Isabe]la’s story

mentonIwatched fromthe
sidelines - cheering, sup-

_porl:mg, donatmg and then

“T have always ‘been

Her smﬂe was. bxgger than" :
most . people that  were
- lounging poolside...,
~ nersaid. ‘T could sense ear-
ly'on that she ‘Was a special
little: stt From that mo-

” Dan_‘ \3

ultimately heartbtoken." ;
“I - remember meeting
Erin for the first time and

coming to the realization -
that'this is something T tru-
ly wanted tobe a partof T
- have learned that each per- .
‘son mvolved brings his. or

her very own strength and

talent to this- orgamzatlon,_
and-that is What makesitso -

success:

While: the #ISF’:'WLShes.
campaign is' ongoing, the
Inaugural Pay It Forward
- Day:-was held June 28.
- The Santos, fa:mly decid-
ed to havesome privacy out-

of town in remembrance. of

- Isabella while Danner and
. -the board put together the
Pay It Forward Day.
“Pay It Forward Day em- -
‘bodied everything that Isa-
bella was as a person,” said’
Santos. “She was always do-
ing things for others and
tried to get people to do the

same thing. What a great

-legacy toleave to think that
‘even after your time here is

shine in a’ positive light,”
said Danner. “Additionally,
I wanted Isabella’s loved
omes to witness people do-
ing good deeds all over the
world with their sweet little
girl 'on their mind.”

- Danner hopes that other

,_-orgamzations will see: the
value 'in hamessmg social

media for their campaigns.

‘They saw. their program

spread qulckly with the
Twitter handle launch.

* “My advice to'those who
are mterested_ in spreading
awareness is to commit
year round,” said Santos.
“September is  childhood
CanCer awareness month

_and whileit’s easier tobend:
:someone’s ear or get a do-

nation, children are fight-
ing 12 -months a year. Our
daughter passed away in

 June because in May there

‘Were no more treannent
options available. This is a_

year—round issue”

b3 Ehsabeth Podalr is a free-
lance writer for South Chiar-
lotte News. Have a story idea
for Elisabeth? Email her at
epodair@gmail.com.




